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apparatus again found their way into the work shops of
physicians and alchemists, became increasingly important and
were accordingly improved. As the art of pharmacy was separated
more and more from that of medicine, and as apothecary shops
were established in larger numbers, the art of distillation gained
admission to the laboratories attached to these shops. Carefully
nursed, the art of distillation here developed into an important
industry viz. that of the production of volatile oils.

As a result, the progress made by the art of distillation
henceforth is primarily to be sought in the literature on materia
medica, as this had already been the case in the earlier Arabian
medical treatises, viz. the antidotaries, e. g. the Grabaddin and
other treatises. With the printing of books the number of
medical treatises increased. Although they afford information
concerning the time of introduction of drugs and distilled waters,
and hence are of permanent interest to the student of materia
medica, they are less satisfactory as sources of information con-
cerning the production and introduction of distilled oils. Neverthe-
less, even for this purpose they constitute almost the only avail-
able literary sources.

The numerous works that came under consideration may
be classed into three groups of equal importance: the anti-
dotaries and the later dispensatories; the treatises on distillation
which occupied a prominent position from the close of the fif-
teenth century to the close of the sixteenth century; and the
price ordinances of various cities for spices and drugs which
had come into use about the same time.

As already pointed out, the term "distilled" oils should not
necessarily be interpreted in the same sense as we use it to-day
The ancients had already known how to obtain fragrant oils by
boiling seeds, fruits and other parts , of plants with water also
by cold and warm expression. These were used in the pre-
paration of aromatic oils and ointments. However, all exact
knowledge concerning the nature of these oils was wanting.
Up to the seventeenth century this was equally true of the oils,
obtained in all probability by the process of distillation, by the
Indians, the Egyptians and later peoples. Neither was there
any clear conception as to the distinction between fatty, ex-
pressed oils and distilled, aromatic oils.